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C o armer temale dide fo
Represmuative Gene Elinn
D Minmi), who agcused
the * legishator of sexual
harrassment,  has  been
indicted on a charge of

| faksifying . her. application

for the job in Flina's
:*n‘w A Assosates
Investigators, which glaims
to hive dose an intensive

buckground  search  on
Karen Shields, found “that
in  all  probability the
wajority of  the

information submitted on
this subject’s application

-§ for employment s bagus.”

Ms.  Shiclds, who

Accuser Of Rep. Flinn
-Indlcted By Grand Jury

Florida,
submitting a false written
statement with intent 1o
mislead 4 public employer.
The offense is a second
degree  misdemeanor
arrying a  maxinum
penadty of 60 days in il

In addition, Fling has
fited a $5-million libel suit
against Ms, Shields in Dade
Circuit Court claiming she
had the = “m ous
intention " of  ruining
Flinn's legal and political
careers.”

In Apsil 1980, two
investigative  fipms  were
hired by Flino’s wife to
investigate  the  alleged

is charged with i

husband and to conduct &
background investigation
on Karep Shields.

The background
investigation  of  Ms.

Shighds, according (0 the
con't on page 15

currently resides in Central

sexual misconduct of her

Accuser Of Rep.
~ Indicted By Grand Jury

investigative wﬂﬁi.
revealed several
discrepancies  on - her
application form to the
Florida Legislature.

These include falsifying
hies age, educatiop. and

experience  when ¥ she
applied for a job with
Flinn last yeas.

‘According  to  the
investigators, Ms. Shields
never graduated  from
Oxford  Univessity  in

England even though she
claiths she holds a masters

eon't trom page 1

- wpdegree in educgtion from

the institution.

Further ~ investigation
also  revealed that Ms.
Shields had been fired
from several  jobs  for
% mcumpeuncy and
ing e -

Ms. Shields worked for
Flinn from December 10,
1979 to January 2, 1980
t which ting she was
fised

Flinn ghggos that Ms.
Shields  brought the
charges ;of ‘o sexual

Flinn

%

!umumem against him

“as part of 4 conspiracy to

smear him and his family

and to upset his re-clection
bid”

On August 14, 1980, in

Bade County  Circuit
Court, a default was
entered  apainst  Karen

Shields “for her failure 1o
file or serve any answer,
pleading, paper or
responisive motion in this
‘- cause,’ within the time
provided by the Flojida
Rules of Civil Procedure.”



Ex-lawmaker

‘wins $50,000 -

n. slander

HAL4F

By AL MESSERSCHMHJT
Harald Stoff W

Former mu R o Fli
was awarded $30,000 in damages
Thursday in a siander lawsuit filed
sgalnst gn ex-alde who aecused him
of nexual harassinent,

*The dollar amount isn't tmpofs
tant,” said Flinn's altorney, Brian
Hersh. “lie's been vindicated:™

Flion had asked the gix-member
Dade Circuit Cotrt jury to sward §1
million in mmpenumw damages

Shirlda.
Altor 45 minutes of deliberations,

and another $4 million in duineges
a5 punishmert of former alde Kufen’ic Furm did not identify the sourge

suit

atlorneys withdrew !rom 1,he case
in October.

The defense table was emply a8
Hersh called Flinn. 'his wife "and

tree-children; ane nr.trm';w-and =
cium gier wiiness to testi

Fliiin du_.julﬁz,d'""'smtrﬂ"ﬁfﬁ;

/»orked on his staff for tess than a
mm.lh i paid l!ﬂcgm]ﬂ

to do a_inb," snid

Imp, 2 Mmm Lugyer;a_l_lmu

specifie_mission. The motive was

g:eed. cash p_erhan- 1t was 8 politi- /

'f:::?

af the alleged payment to Shields, .-

Presents CTTRept

the fury awarded him §50,000 in' showing that Shields1 Ites nbau_hel

compensatipn for’the §1 million he |
said he lost as a result of Shields"!
charges.

In Junuary 1880, Shields EC(.uR‘d
Flinn, a middle-age, first-term legisy
latar, of grabblng her, throwing
tomper tantrum and nieking scxuuzl

sdvances.

A complaint 'she flled with thp
Equal Employment Opportunity Of-
fice.reported widely by news

media, later was dismissed. Flinn{

lost a re-election bid in November
1880. |

The two-day trial in Judge Dic
C.P. Lantz's courtroom was unuy-
susland one-slded. %

Shlelds disuppeared In August
after telling her attorneys that she
had married in Michigan, Both her

! educhlon and age WA st e
[oyment aEp_iIcallon ____msLL,hi
deposition n_of a private _mvestingtoj
wi.o reporied Shields had_char charget

; "‘“_;_mem]ﬂx_ﬁ t'-ﬂl sexual

Tru.nmen
urors heard nothing abouu
i I‘]mns reprimand , by the stpte
house of Represeminuves in A rl'
1980 for sexual harassment and Im
proper use of other legisiative aidea
Two months ago, after exumtn

6 _galfere
Laniz ruled that s_hlekds alande;ed
Fli
The jury decided only the amount
of damages Flinn was to receive.”
Flinp would not say whether be
& chu to collect the $50,000 Irpm
h
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Concealed Weapons
The 1980 Legislature Will Deal With The Right To Carry Guns

TALLAHASSEE — The question of who gets to
pack a concealed gun may explode into one of the
noisy issues of the 1980 session of the Florida Legisla-
ture. |

Already:

# Hillsborough delegation chairman Rep. Jim Fos-
ter wants to permit all private detectives to carry con-
cealed weapons. 5

@ Sen. Ed Dunn, D-Daytona, proposes to let circuit
and county court judges wear guns under their robes,

® Reps. Fran Carlton and Toni Jennings from
Orange County want concealed-weapon privileges ex-
tended to auxiliary or part-time police officers.

It’s the one for private detectives that could stir up
a real fuss.

“Fifty private detectives in Florida steal cars in
the night; they're repossessors. You want them carry-
ing guns?” declared one skeptical state official.

Foster might be accused of promoting the inter-
ests of his own profession; he's listed in the House
manual as a "special investigator.” He said he'd not
renewed his license this year, he's been too busy
ranching.

‘The bill came, Foster said, from John Russell, a
private eve in Tampa who is président of the state as-
sociation of private investigators.

Russell is author of "In the Steal of the Night, Or
Involuntary Repossession of Automobiles,” a how-1o-
do-it edition that will cost you about $2.

There are, Russell said, about 700 private investi-
gators in Florida and to carry a concealed weapon
permit, an investigator must have a permit from the
county commission of the county in which he is oper-
ating. "Hillsborough is one of the best,” Russell sald,
for obtaining a permit easily. A Tampa private eye
can't carry a gun under his coat in Pasco, though, un-

Florida
Report

Jim Walker

less he also has a permit from the Pasco commission-
ers. -

‘The Foster-Russell bill would exempt all private
detective agencies and private detectives from such
gun requirements. They would automatically have
such authority, once granted a state license to prac-
tice,

Russell said investigators get into process serving,
undercover workmen’s compensation and highly dan-
gerous situations. "They have to go into high crime
areas,” said Foster.

One state official, who didn’t want to be identified,
was aghast at the idea of some car repossessor coming
to claim a car, armed with a gun.

Russell said a private detective not too long ago
was wounded by a shotgun blast by some irate car
owner about to lose his vehicle. The detective was un-
armed.

There is a bill pending to separate out reposses-
sors as a distinct class; if that bill failed and Foster's
were to pass, anyohe with a private detective's license
could pack a concealed weapon, the state official

The Department of State currently licenses private
investigators and they must have at least three years
in law enforcement; they're subject to a batkground
criminal check and must post bond of §5,000 and
carry §100,000 comprehensive liability insurance.

That's to get into the business. The state has no
control over who their clients are, one official noted.

Many drift into divorce and child custody cases
and bodyguard roles, the official said.

“A lot of the men in law enforcement frankly have
developed an affinity for carrying a weapon,” Russell
noted, and when they enter the private detective
field, they're usually on their ewn, no longer with
backup officers on call.

Private detectives have great difficulty in some
counties getting a gun permit, Russell said. One
operator had to sue Orange County, which hadn't
issued a private eye a permit since 1924. It cost him
$§4,000 in legal fees to win in court, he said.

Gun permit applications may be a nuisance for
‘many county commissions; whether they and the 67
sheriffs are ready to hand over, carte blanche, a gun
1o every investigator who wants one is samething else
again.

Russell said he'd not found any cpposition among
sheriffs and since the other bills are floating around
this session to allow judges and auxiliary officers to
carry concealed weapons, they may not oppose it at
all.

Current law exempts only sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, *
city or town marshals, policemen and United States
marshals and their deputies from the requirement to
obtain a permit from a county commission.

Foster's bill would permit private eyes to carry a
pistol, electric weapon device, Winchester or other re-
peating rifle.



House subcommittee
half-heartedly OKs
Foster’s gun bill

By JON PECK
‘Times Political Writer

TALLAHASSEE — A House sub-
committee Wednesday gave half-hear-
ted approval to a bill allowing private
investigators to carry concealed weap-
ons throughout the state, despite op-
position from law enforcement organi-
zations wha warned il would lead to a
dangerous spread of the use of hidden
WEAPONS.

The panel voted 3-1 to recommend
Rep. Jim Foster's bill to the fuil Crimi-
nal Justice Committee, but one law-
maker said Iater that he voted for the
measure only to let it reach the full
committes. Rep. Jim Smith, R-Largo,
said he will oppose the bill ip commit-
tee, but vated for it Wednesday because
& negative tally would have killed the
measure on a 2-2 tie.

The bl finally approved by the sub-
committee was considerably weaker
than that ariginally proposed by Foster,
D-Odessa, who filed it on behalfl of the
Florida Association of Private In-
vestigators. Foster, a former state

‘s I

“TRanph Times 5j4g

to somebody’s door . . . If they see F've
got a pun, they're gonna shoot me,”
Russell said.

Rep. Bub Reynolds, D-Hialeah and &
former Miami police detective, agreed
that an exposed wespon “alarms the
public.”

"You go up to the door to serve
somebody a summons or something —
pulice officers are shot cvery day doing
something like that,” he said.

The bill drew opposition from the
Florida Police Chiefs Association, the
Florida Sheriffs Association, the Flor-
ida Department of Law Enforcement
and the Department of State.

TEven though the proposal would re-
quire privale investigators to inform
the sheriff s office when they are in a
counly cartying a concealed weapaen for
more than two hours, a spokesman lor
the palice chiefs organization main-
tained, it would put a burden on munic-
ipal palice departments 1o try to keep
track of just who is carrying a legally
concealed weapon in their city.

A Department of Law Enforcement
spokesman added the bill would lead to

iferation of ted

trooper, held a private 1
cense until three years 2go.

Under current law, private in-
vestipators are allowed to carry con-
cealed weapons only within the county
in which they are licensed. The same
Tegal Tequirements spply to sherilfs
deputies.

Foster's bill would allow the in-
vestigators to carry the weapons
throughout the state, but the subcom-
mittee slapped on a restriction limiting
that apthorization only to situations
where the investigator is acting as a
bodyguard. Foster’s bili originally
would have encompassed private inves-
tigative agencies, watchmen, guards ot
patrolman contractors, but the subcom-
mittee decided to keep the prohibition
against them carrying concealed weap-
ons outside thelr homs county.

Foster explained private investiga-
tors often are called en Lo travel outside
their home county, for anything from
bodyguard duly o automobile repos-
session.

John Russell, lobbyist for the in-
vestigators association, told the sub-
committee the investigators need to be
able to carry concealed weapons be-
couse their work often puts them in

. personal danger, but a gun displayed
‘openly might incite others to viokence.
“1f [ have a pun on my hip 2nd come

a dang p o
weapons in Florida, and Mary Gast of
the Department of Siate observed,
*Frankly, it scares the devil out of me.”

However, Foster pointed out, the
bill has “adequate safeguards” by re-
quiring that all private investigators
have at least 20 Jours of training on
mintmum police standards for handling
their weapons.

In an interview, lobbyist Russell
said the investigators need the bill be-
cause it would cost an estimated $28,-
000 — covering such things as insur-
ance and bonding in some areas — for
an tvestigator to obtain permits in
each of Florida’s 67 counties. It's
cheaper, he said, for investigators to
nore the law and risk the §56-500 pen-
alty that would come with a second-de-
gree misdemeanor convietion.

The permit fee in  Hillaboreugh
County is $100 plus §15 every two
years, Russell said, adding that only 18
persons in Hillsborough County have
permits to carry concegled weapons,

The only lawmaker voting against
the hill was subcommitiee Chairman
Tony Fontana, D-Miami Lakes, a re-
tired Miami palice lieutenant, Fontana
almost succeeded in killing Foster's
bill, until Smith decided to vote for it
merely to let the full Criminal Justice
Committes discuss il.
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ate Governmential Operations Committee the other day to re-

quire that all guards and private investigators who carry
guns be proficient in the English language.

“I have & lot of people that are Spanish [speaking] in my
area,” Childers said, denying he was anti-Latin. “I have a lot of
friends that are Spanish, too.” But, he said several times, an armed
guard ought to know how to say “halt” in English.

Childers found himself in hostile territory, however.

John Russsell, lobbyist for the Florida Association of Private
Investigators, testified that his group feared the amendment
would make the statute under which its members are licensed un-
constitutional.

“‘Have you ever confronted someone that didn't speak Eng-
1ish?” Childers asked.

“I can speak Spanish,” Russell retorted.

Dade Democrat Sens. Joe Gersten and Paul Steinberg said:
they speak Spanish, too. They spoke up for Dade’s “tri-ethnic, bi-
cultural heritage.” Gersten led the fight, observ-lng that “all of our -
relatives came here from someplace else.”

When the hill failed 4-2, Sen. Warren Henderson (R., Venice)
bade it farewell. e

“Buenos noches, little bill,” he said.

S en. Don Childers (D., West Palm Beach) had a bill in the Sen-

compliments
The Florida Association of Private Investigators, Inc.,




‘Gumshoe’ image gone «& e smoonnevs
Today’s Pls more like
‘The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit’

All you Tam Selleck and Mike Connors fans,
take note. Despite the TV hype, most private in-
vestigators would remind you of an average,

person — 4 Buddy Ebsen, for Instance.

‘The gumshoe image portrayed over the years
doesn'l fit lodsy’s private investigators. Pro-
bably it never did fit them. . . . there are still a lot
of mundane, tiring and, yes, mr.nbnnna aspects
to being a private lnvestigator.

But the rewards can be more than merely
monetary, according to Tampa p.i. John Russell,
execulive director of the Florida Association of
Private Investigators.

For instance, Russell's organization recently
lzunched the Burcau of Missing Children, Inc.,
and has come up with & unique plan t help in the
location of children of parental sbduction and
these who are eriminally kidnapped.

“We have asked the members of the associa-
tion o donate specific hours (o this cause, and to
indicate the cost of these hours were they (o
charge for them in the course of their work. I just
sent out the letters Jan. 10, and so far, we've had
$80,000 hours worth of time donated.

u:rm including 70,000 who are security guards,
and sk them to danate their time. We are alse go-
ing to all the other states and asking for donations
of tima for this project. Qur plan is 1o have peaple
in every state who are part of this pregram.”
Russell is gratified by the response from his
feliow investigators and is enthusisstic about
their nbility to help locate missing children.

“All the other organizations who work with
missing children are fine . , they do & great job
* Bt sre are professional investigators and we are
able {0 do things others can'L. Weosriia b
enforcement officers four to one, for instance,
and we aren't hampered by some of the red tape
the police officers huve o contend with to get in-
formation. We can use s variely of contacts -
and a private investigator is dead without his con-
tacts — to obtain information.™

By April 1, Russell plans to have an office for
this bureau at the Marriot st Tempa Interna-
fional Airport. In addition, the organization is

& fishing in May to help

Thursday, January 26, 1984

private investigators will be invaluable in
locating children, especially in parental kidnapp-
ing cases.

““There is one inestigator in Sarasota, for in-
stance, whe used to wark for the FRls He is an ex-
port In document investigation, There are
lawyers who are members who have donated
their time for legal services for the custody
parents who are trying o get their children back.
It is estlmated it costs §10,000 to track down the
other parent a red tape to
geta child back and many people can't giford this
— especially since many of those who are looking
for their children are the wives who don't have
the income to spend on the investigation and
paperwark."

Despite the hard-charging image of the

prwate investigator, Russell sald most of the

*‘gumshoes™ ba knows wark for insurance com-
plnies or businesses.

“We do preemployment investigations and
check businesses for security. We are also involv-
ed in insurance investigations, such as for
sorkinan's compensation. For instance, we will
follow someone who claims a disability o see if
they are Indeed disabled and unable to return to
work. If they are out jogging each moming and
claim they have a leg injury which keeps them
from work, then it gets suspleious."

In criminal lnvestigations, delectives check
out an alihi or interview character witnesses. In
aceident cases where there is a product Lability,
private investigators work either for the plaintiff
— the person who elalms a product defect —
the defense — usually a corporation, *'Private in-
vastigators who specialize in this type of case
usually work for one side or the other on 2 consis-
tent basis. A corparation doesn’t like to see the in-
vestigator working far them one week and for the
plaintiff next week."

White collar erimes also are among thase in-
vestigated by the delectives. “They say that
employee thelt is a major crime — 75 percent of
all employees will steal. Twentydive would steal
from the company, no matler what; the other 50
Dtm! wuulﬂ.uul if given the npparlunlty, ora

business

fund the bureau.
Hussell feels the individual expertise of the

In addition Lo these various areas of expertise
sihich Russell feels will be invaluable in the loca-

John Russell
tion of abdueting parents, the bureau plans oa.

having an advisory board of law enfoceement,
i'ndlclll anm% officials to belp. Several

e donated their time.
Mﬁ %opeople lnu
time of stress. We can go beyond fiyers and the
C computers. This is how we can help find
these missing children,”” he concluded.

BUREAU OF MISSING CHILDREN, INC.

|

o
PO BOX 2461 TAMPA,

IOHN L. RUSSELL 3 @ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

FLORIDA, 33601 « PHONE IN FLORIDA 1-813/878-8580
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